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Tigers Sterling named AP Class B Coach of the Year
BH’s Johnson named
first-team all-state;
Hopkins, Coloma’s
Goodline receive
honorable mention
By HP STAFF AND

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

It took six season for
Benton Harbor coach Corey Sterling to put together
and train a championship
team. It was well worth the
wait as the Tigers ended
a 53-year drought with a
65-64 overtime win against
Grand Rapids Catholic
Central for the Class B state
title.
Not only was it a historic
win for Benton Harbor,
but the victory also earned
Sterling The Associated

Press Class B Coach of the
Year honor.
“I feel extremely blessed,”
Sterling said. “I looked up
to our great coaches and
our history, and wondered
if I would ever be mentioned. It’s just an awesome
feeling that I credit to my
staff and players.”
Benton Harbor finished
its season with a 27-1 record, and was led primarily by sophomore standout
Carlos Johnson and senior
leader Shawn Hopkins.
Johnson was named firstteam all-state for Class B
for the second straight year,
and Hopkins received honorable mention.
“That’s a big honor for
Carlos to be first-team
all-state in back-to-back
years,”
Sterling
said.
“That’s impressive for any
player from Benton Harbor

to say they’ve
done that.
“Shawn
told me before the start
of the season
he
wanted
to make allSTERLING
state. It was
a huge goal and that’s huge
that he received honorable
mention. He was behind
Carlos in points and rebounds this year, he’s very
deserving.”
Johnson (6-foot-6) averaged 19.2 points and 13.3
rebounds with 4.4 assists
per game. He’s a Division I
recruit.
Hopkins (6-4) average
13.2 points, 8.5 rebounds
and 2 steals a game. He’s
been generating Divsion II
interest and has a scholarship offer from Oklahoma
Christian.

C o l o m a ’s
Zach Goodline also received honorable mention
for the second straight
year.
JOHNSON
The 5-10
junior guard averaged 26.4
points per game with 4.7
assists and 3.4 steals. He
averaged 54 percent from
the field, 43 percent from
the perimeter and made 83
percent of his free throws,
leading the Comets to an
18-3 season with two of the
losses coming to Benton
Harbor.
He’s
generate
interest from Ferris State and
Grand Valley State Universtiy.
When asked about where
he hopes to see his team in
10 years, Sterling said he

hoped to see more championships and a positive
legacy.
“I hope people say we
did it with hard work. We
didn’t cut corners, we are
workaholics and we develop our kids,” he said. “We
had guys shooting in the
gym this spring break, and
it means history, it means
that we will be remembered
for something positive. We
are getting back to playing Benton Harbor basketball.”
New Haven’s Romeo
Weems raised his game and
profile as he was named the
AP’s Class B PLayer of the
Year for the second consecutive season.
The Rocket’s standout
spent the last weekend in
March at the NCAA Final
Four as a member of an
all-junior USA Basketball

squad that participated in
exhibition games against
teams organized by the
NBA.
A week earlier, Weems led
the Rockets into a second
consecutive state semifinal
game at the Breslin Center,
capping a season in which
he averaged career highs
of 23.5 points and 10.8 rebounds per game.
New Haven was unable to
defend its 2017 state championship, losing to Grand
Rapids Catholic Central
69-53.
Weems, however, enhanced his stature as one
of the state’s premier 11thgraders as he helped New
Haven to a 26-0 record and
an overall winning streak of
52 games before the semifinal defeat.
See COACH, page C2

Pistons drop game
to streaking 76ers

Tigers game
postponed
due to cold
By LARRY LAGE
AP Sports Writer

DETROIT — The
Kansas City Royals celebrated as if they had
won.
They cheered Wednesday morning when their
scheduled game against
the Detroit Tigers was
postponed due to inclement weather.
“It’s perfect news,”
Royals shortstop Alcides Escobar said. “It’s
not easy to play in this
weather. Everybody saw
what happened in the
last game.”
With a postponement
looming as a possibility on Tuesday, Kansas
City breezed to its first
victory of the season on
a chilly, rainy afternoon.
The Royals beat the Tigers 1-0 in 2 hours, 17
minutes.
“It’s really hard for the
hitters,” Escobar said.
“The ball doesn’t go anywhere even if it you hit it
hard. Nobody wants to
play like that.”
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Pistons officially
eliminated from
playoff contention
By NOAH TRISTER
AP Sports Writer

DETROIT — The Philadelphia 76ers are rolling
right along without Joel
Embiid.
J
J
Redick
Philidelphia
scored 25
115
points,
Detroit
and
the
108
76ers won
their 12th
straight game, eliminating Detroit from playoff
contention with a 115-108
victory over the Pistons on
Wednesday night. Embiid
missed a fourth straight
game because of a concussion and orbital fracture.
“Everyone in this room
has stepped up since Joel
went down, and we know
we’re capable of winning
games without him,” guard
Ben Simmons said. “We
told him to get ready for
the playoffs and that we’ll
take care of everything
else. Now we’re showing
that we can do that.”
The Pistons had their
five-game winning streak
snapped, and their defeat
clinched a postseason spot
for the Milwaukee Bucks.
The Eastern Conference

playoff field is now set, although there’s still plenty
of uncertainty over the
actual matchups. Philadelphia pulled even with
Cleveland for third place
in the East.
Anthony Tolliver scored
25 points for the Pistons
and went 7 of 8 from
3-point range. Detroit
was without star forward
Blake Griffin, who missed
his fourth straight game
because of a bruised right
ankle.
Embiid had surgery
last weekend to repair a
broken bone around his
left eye. The 76ers could
certainly use him, but so
far, they’ve gone right on
winning. Redick scored 13
points in the first quarter
Wednesday, and backup
big man Richaun Holmes
had back-to-back dunks to
give Philadelphia an 18-17
advantage. An alley-oop
to Holmes put the 76ers up
36-28 after one.
The lead reached 19 in
the second quarter. Philadelphia was up 65-49 at
halftime, and the margin
didn’t reach single digits
again until the waning moments of the fourth. Detroit did manage to snap
Philadelphia’s streak of
nine straight double-digit
wins.
Redick finished 10 of 13
See PISTONS, page C3
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season for us,” New Haven coach Tedaro France II
said. “He has made tremendous strides in his game
and he continues to get better every day.
“With him, it starts in the
gym. His work ethic and
leadership are second to
none and are contagious to
everyone in our program.”
Weems, who missed two
games in December with
an arm injury, scored 590
points this season. That
raised his career total to
1,497 and moved Weems
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to within 343 points of the
New Haven record that has
stood since 1971.
“I just take things one
day at a time,” the 6-foot-7
Weems said.
College coaches pursuing
Weems saw a more consistent perimeter shooter this
season.
“One of the biggest
strides he made was his
ability to shoot the 3-point
shot,” France said. “He
could beat you in so many
ways, but he struggled at
being consistent behind the
arc last season. This past
off-season he was determined to improve his ability
to shoot the ball, and he became one of the top shoot-

ers on our team.”
He was 51-of-126 (40 percent) from 3-point range.
As a sophomore, he made
31 percent (20-of-64) from
behind the arc. Weems, who
has received offers from
Michigan, Michigan State,
Ohio State and Oregon,
among others, gave some of
his more memorable performances against the Rockets’
better opponents.
He had 26 points and
12 rebounds in an 81-70
regular-season victory over
Flint Beecher, which at the
time was the defending
state Class C champion.
Weems turned in a quadruple-double that included
19 points and 16 rebounds

in a 92-74 victory over Detroit Country Day in a regional championship game.
Weems’ backcourt steal
and basket with less than
two minutes to play gave
the Rockets a 10-point lead
after the Yellowjackets had
cut a 22-point deficit to
eight.
“I’m just playing hard
at all times,” Weems said,
recalling the tide-turning
steal. “I’m going to keep
playing no matter what.”
Weems played for the
gold-medal-winning USA
Basketball U16 team last
summer. At New Haven,
he has been part of three
consecutive regional championship teams.

Sandelin said. “A couple
beers in Florida will probably work. There’s about
five other teams I could say
the same thing for.”
Illinois is in the Big Ten
queue for a potential expansion to eight teams, with
fundraising in the works for
a proposed new arena that
would allow the university, which has a popular
club team, to establish an
NCAA Division I program.
That’s what Penn State did
earlier this decade, triggering the Big Ten’s creation as
the minimum sixth team.
That pulled Minnesota
and Wisconsin from the
Western Collegiate Hockey
Association,
prompting
North Dakota to lead an
exodus from the nation’s
oldest league to form the
NCHC with Denver, St.
Cloud State, UMD and
four other schools. Fans
in the northern states were
disappointed by the breakup of several storied rivalries, and while the existence
of the new league gave the
Big Ten Network an upgrade in Friday night programming, the early returns
on the product were modest
at best.

Minnesota reached the
national
championship
game in 2014, but the Gophers went one and done in
the tournament the following year as the conference’s
only entrant. Excluding
Notre Dame’s appearances
prior to joining the league,
the Big Ten’s composite record in NCAA play was just
5-7 entering this season.
Last year, the announced
attendance total for all five
games of the conference
tournament in Detroit was
a mere 11,785. In St. Paul in
2016, the combined crowds
were just 15,886. The timing of the Big Ten’s infancy
was coincidentally bad, too,
with Michigan, Michigan
State, Minnesota and Wisconsin all in down cycles.
Notre Dame’s arrival
from Hockey East this season as an affiliate member
was a big boost, though.
Ohio State took a big step
forward in coach Steve
Rohlik’s fifth year. Penn
State’s fledgling program
made a second straight
NCAA Tournament appearance.
“You just keep looking for a chance to take a
breath in our league, and

there isn’t one,” said Pearson, who took over the
Wolverines this year after
the retirement of his former boss Red Berenson. “I
think that’s what’s made all
of us better.”
The last time a current
member won the national
title was Michigan State in
2007. Neither Notre Dame
nor Ohio State has won one.
Michigan has a record nine,
though none since 1998.
After a 13-19-3 record in
Berenson’s final year, the
Wolverines were predicted
to finish second-to-last in
the Big Ten’s preseason
poll. Pearson, who went to
the national semifinals 11
times on Berenson’s staff,
arrived from Michigan
Tech and promptly took the
program back to a familiar place. The Wolverines
swept the Fighting Irish
and star goalie Cale Morris
in February.
Pearson is a native of the
Twin Cities area, just like
Rohlik, who spent 10 seasons as an assistant on Sandelin’s staff.
“The hockey world’s a
small world,” Rohlik said,
“no matter where you
turn.”
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current roster is the trip to
the national championship
game last spring in Chicago, a 3-2 loss to Denver.
“Props to the Big Ten.
Pretty awesome, having
three teams in here. But at
the same time, we know the
NCHC is one of the top,
if not the top conference
in college hockey,” UMD
captain Karson Kuhlman
said on Wednesday after
practice.
UMD, with only nine
players remaining from the
national runner-up team
last season, snagged the
final at-large bid for the
tournament after a wild
weekend of conference
tournament games that allowed the Bulldogs to nudge
out Minnesota by a few
percentage points. If just
one of six of those contests
would’ve gone the other
way, the Gophers would’ve
given the Big Ten a fifth
entrant. Notre Dame’s win
over Ohio State was one of
the determinants.
“I owe Jeff Jackson a
lot,” UMD coach Scott
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